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18.43.030 Adult Entertainment Businesses 
  
A. Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to provide standards for the location, development, 

and operation of adult entertainment businesses that, because of their nature, are recognized 

as having serious objectionable operational characteristics, particularly when several of 

them are located in close proximity, thereby having a deleterious effect upon adjacent areas.  

Special regulation of these uses is necessary to ensure that these adverse effects will not 

contribute to the blighting or downgrading of the surrounding neighborhood.  The primary 

control or regulation is for the purpose of preventing a concentration of these uses in any 

one area. 

 

B. Applicability.  Where allowed by Part III, Base District Regulations, adult entertainment 

businesses are subject to the approval of a use permit  in compliance with Chapter 18.14, 

Use Permits. 

 

C. Standards.  Adult entertainment businesses shall be located, developed, and operated in 

compliance with the following standards. 

 

 1. Employees Required.  It shall be the duty of the owners to ensure that at least one  

  employee is on duty at all times that any patron is present inside the premises. 

 

 2. Hours of Operation.  The adult entertainment business shall not operate or be open  

  between the hours of 2 a.m. and 7 a.m. 

 

D. Lighting.  The entire exterior ground, including the parking lot, shall be provided with 

lighting that is energy-efficient, stationary, and directed away from adjacent properties and 

public rights-of-way, consistent with Section 18.40.090. 

 

E. Live Entertainment.  The following standards shall pertain to adult entertainment 

businesses that provide live entertainment depicting specified anatomical areas or involving 

specified sexual activities: 

 

 1. No person shall perform live entertainment for patrons of an adult entertainment  

  business except upon a stage at least 18 inches above the level of the floor that is  

  separated by a distance of at least 6 feet from the nearest area occupied by patrons, and 

  no patron shall be allowed within 6 feet of the stage while the stage is occupied by an  

  entertainer. 

 

 2. The adult entertainment business shall provide separate dressing room facilities and  

  entrances/exits to the premises that are exclusively dedicated to the entertainers' use.    

. 

3. The adult entertainment business shall provide permanent access for entertainers 

between the stage and the dressing room facilities that is completely separated from 

the patrons.  If the separate access is not physically feasible, the adult entertainment 

business shall provide a minimum 4-foot-wide walk aisle for entertainers between the 

dressing room facilities and the stage, with a permanent railing, fence, or other barrier 
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separating the patrons and the entertainers to prevent any physical contact between 

patrons and entertainers.  Fixed rail(s) at least 30 inches in height shall be installed and 

permanently maintained, establishing the required separations between the entertainers 

and patrons. 

 

F. Permanent Barriers.  Permanent barriers shall be installed and maintained to screen the 

interior of the premises from public view for each door used as an entrance/exit to the adult 

entertainment business.  All adult entertainment uses shall be contained entirely within an 

enclosed building. 

 

G. Separation/Measurement.  It is unlawful to cause or allow the establishment of an adult 

arcade, adult bookstore, adult cabaret, adult motel, adult motion picture theater, adult 

theater, massage parlor, or sexual encounter establishment within: 

 

 1. One thousand feet of another similar business. 

 

 2. Six hundred feet of any religious institution, school, or public park. 

 

3. Four hundred feet of any property designated for residential use or used for residential 

purposes.   

 

4. The distance between any 2 adult entertainment businesses shall be measured in a 

straight line, without regard to intervening structures, from the closest exterior 

structural wall of each business.  The distance between any adult entertainment 

business and any property designated for residential use or used for residential, 

religious institution, school, or public park purposes shall be measured in a straight 

line, without regard to intervening structures, from the closest property line of the 

adult entertainment business to the closest property line of the property designated for 

residential use or used for residential, religious institution, school, or public park 

purposes. 

 

H. Adult Use. A building in which an adult use is established shall be set back a minimum of 

35 feet from any public sidewalk. 

 

I. Sign Content. No sign shall be placed, erected, or painted on the premises that depicts 

specified anatomical areas and/or specified sexual activities as defined in Chapter 18.61. 

 

J. Viewing Area. 
 

 1. It is unlawful to maintain, operate, or manage or allow to be maintained, operated, or  

 managed any adult arcade in which the viewing areas are not visible from a 

continuous main aisle or are obscured by a curtain, door, wall, or other enclosure.  For 

purposes of this section, "viewing area" means the area where a patron or customer 

would ordinarily be positioned while watching the film, performance, picture, or show. 
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 2. It is unlawful for more than one person at a time to occupy any individually partitioned 

 viewing area or booth. 

 

3. It is unlawful to create, maintain, or allow to be maintained any holes or other 

openings between any 2 booths or individual viewing areas for the purpose of 

providing viewing or physical access between the booth or individual viewing area.   

 

K. Minors and Intoxicated Persons Excluded.  It shall be a misdemeanor for any person 

under the age of 18 years or an obviously intoxicated person to enter or remain on the 

premises of an adult entertainment business at any time.  A sign giving notice of this 

provision shall be prominently posted at each entrance to the premises of the adult 

entertainment business. 
 


